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 DELAWARE PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS BOARD 
 

The Townsend Building 

401 Federal Street, Suite 2 

Dover, Delaware 19901 

 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Department of Education 

Cabinet Room 

Dover, DE 19904 

February 1, 2018 

5:00 P.M. 

 

 

Members Present: Diane Albanese, Gerald Allen, Amber Augustus, Jennifer Burton, Nelia Dolan, 

Stephanie DeWitt, Terri Eros, Darren Guido, Sandra Hall, David Kohan, Byron Murphy, Fran O’Malley, 

Darlene O’Neill, Mary Pinkston, Stephanie Smith and Sue Smith. 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Others Present:  Laura Makransky, Deputy Attorney General, representing the PSB; Rick Lane, 

PSB Administrative Assistant; Chip Simpson, DOE; Siobhan Sullivan, DOE; Angeline Rivello, DOE; Jon 

Neubauer, DOE; Rhonda West, DOE;  Donna Johnson, SBE; Valerie Dunkle, Deputy Attorney General, 

representing the DOE; Deb Stevens, DSEA; Lisa Hedrick, ETS; Jerry DeLuca, ETS  

  

I. Opening 

         

A. Call to Order:  Byron Murphy called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m.    

 

 B. Roll Call 
Rick Lane conducted roll call for the meeting with 16 members present (Albanese, Allen, 

Augustus, Burton, DeWitt, Dolan, Eros, Guido, Hall, Kohan, Murphy, O’Malley, 

O’Neill, Pinkston, Smith, and Smith).  

 

 C. Approval of Agenda 

A motion was made by Sue Smith and seconded by Fran O’Malley to approve the 

February 1, 2018 agenda.  The motion carried (16 Yes to 0 No’s – Albanese, Allen, 

Augustus, Burton, DeWitt, Dolan, Eros, Guido, Hall, Kohan, Murphy, O’Malley, 

O’Neill, Pinkston Smith, and Smith). 

 

D. Approval of Minutes for July 6, 2017, August 3, 2017, and December 7, 2017 

A motion was made by Jennifer Burton and seconded by Terri Eros to approve the July 6, 

2017 minutes.  The motion carried (11 Yes to 0 No – Allen, Burton, Dolan, Eros, Kohan, 

Murphy, O’Malley, O’Neill, Pinkston, Smith and Smith, with 5 abstentions – Albanese, 

Augustus, DeWitt, Guido, and Hall). 

 

A motion was made by Sue Smith and seconded by Sandra Hall to approve the August 3, 

2017 minutes.  The motion carried (10 Yes to 0 No – Allen, Augustus, Burton, Eros, 

Hall, Murphy, O’Malley, O’Neill, Pinkston, and Sue Smith, with 6 abstentions – 

Albanese, DeWitt, Dolan, Guido, Kohan, and Stephanie Smith). 
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II.       Public Comment 

 

None 

 

III.  Presentations 

 

      None 

 

IV.   Executive Director’s Report 

 

Rick Lane reported that Mr. Kenton: 

 

- Presented Regulation 1515 Hearing Procedures and Rules to the State Board of Education at their 

December regular monthly meeting. (Discussion Month) 

- Held our monthly PSB/DOE Monthly meeting with the Licensure and Certification workgroup in 

December and January. 

- Held our monthly PSB/Secretary of Education monthly meeting with Dr. Bunting in December 

and January. 

- Completed the Quarterly Report for the Governor, Legislature, State Board of Education, and 

Secretary Bunting. 

- Presented at DASPA at Polytech High School in December and January. 

- Began meeting with every District Coordinator for the Teacher of the Year Program. 

- Accompanied Jinni Forcucci, State TOY, to Wilmington University for her first speaking 

engagement as our 2018 TOY. 

- Held several meetings with Donna Johnson from SBE regarding new Technology Standards. 

- Presented alongside Chip Simpson and Jon Neubauer to the Teacher of the Year Advisory 

Council. 

- Participated in a PESBA conference call to discuss the agenda for the upcoming PESBA meeting 

in June in Minneapolis, MN. 

- Worked with the University of Delaware to recognize all of the District TOY during halftime of a 

Delaware basketball game. 

- Held our monthly meeting with the PSB Chairperson to go over the monthly PSB Agenda. 

- Attended a Praxis Standard Setting in Princeton, NJ for 3 days with Rick Lane and a certified 

Administrator from Milford. 

- Currently in Palo Alto, CA working with all of the State TOY and State TOY Coordinators. 

 

V.  Discussion Items 

 

None  

  

VI. PSB Standing Committees 

 

A. Professional Development and Associated Compensation Criteria Committee 

  Alyssa Moore and Jon Neubauer provided the Board with an update.  The next meeting 

is scheduled for February 20, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at the Townsend 

Building.  

  

B. Licensure and Certification Criteria Committee 

 The LCCC did not meeting in January.  The next meeting is scheduled for February 12, 

2018 at 1:00 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at the Townsend Building. 

 

VII.  Action Items 
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A. Regulation 1515 – Hearing Procedures and Rules (for Final Order) 
 

Byron Murphy presented Regulation 1515 – Hearing Procedures and Rules.  The Board reviewed 

and discussed the proposed regulation. 

 

A motion to approve the regulation for Final Order was made by Stephanie Smith and seconded 

by Gerald Allen.  The motion carried (16 Yes to 0 No’s – Albanese, Allen, Augustus, Burton, 

DeWitt, Dolan, Eros, Guido, Hall, Kohan, Murphy, O’Malley, O’Neill, Pinkston, Smith, and 

Smith). 

 

B. Regulation 1521 -  Elementary Teacher 
 

Byron Murphy and Rhonda West presented Regulation 1521 – Elementary Teacher.  The Board 

reviewed and discussed the proposed regulation. 

 

A motion to approve the regulation for Publication was made by Diane Albanese and seconded 

by Jennifer Burton. The motion carried (16 Yes to 0 No’s – Albanese, Allen, Augustus, Burton, 

DeWitt, Dolan, Eros, Guido, Hall, Kohan, Murphy, O’Malley, O’Neill, Pinkston, Smith, and 

Smith). 

 

C. License Revocation Decision PSB File No. 2017-01  
 

A motion to move into executive session for the purpose of discussing the content of documents 

excluded from the definition of “public record” was made by Gerald Allen and seconded by Fran 

O’Malley. The motion carried (16 Yes to 0 No’s – Albanese, Allen, Augustus, Burton, DeWitt, 

Dolan, Eros, Guido, Hall, Kohan, Murphy, O’Malley, O’Neill, Pinkston, Smith, and Smith). 

 

The Board entered Executive Session and the meeting was closed to the public. 

 

A motion to recess was made by Gerald Allen and seconded by Darren Guido. The motion 

carried (13 Yes to 0 No’s – Allen, Augustus, Burton, Eros, Guido, Hall, Kohan, Murphy, 

O’Malley, O’Neill, Pinkston, Smith, and Smith). 

 

A motion to return to executive session for the purpose of discussing the content of documents 

excluded from the definition of “public record” was made by David Kohan and seconded by Terri 

Eros.  The motion carried (13 Yes to 0 No’s – Allen, Augustus, Burton, Eros, Guido, Hall, 

Kohan, Murphy, O’Malley, O’Neill, Pinkston, Smith, and Smith). 

 

A motion to return to open session was made by David Kohan and seconded by Mary Pinkston. 

The motion carried (13 Yes to 0 No’s – Allen, Augustus, Burton, Eros, Guido, Hall, Kohan, 

Murphy, O’Malley, O’Neill, Pinkston, Smith, and Smith). 

 

A motion to adopt the decision of the hearing officer regarding PSB File No. 2017-01 with 

amendments as specified was made by Darren Guido and seconded by Darlene O’Neill. The 

motion carried (13 Yes to 0 No’s – Allen, Augustus, Burton, Eros, Guido, Hall, Kohan, Murphy, 

O’Malley, O’Neill, Pinkston, Smith, and Smith). 

 

VIII.   Other 

 

A. License Disciplinary Action Update, PSB File No. 2018-01 

The Board was advised that a petition for hearing was received from the educator in PSB File 

No. 2018-01.  Dr. Lewis Atkinson has been assigned as the hearing officer for the case and a 

hearing will be scheduled for later this spring. 
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B. License Disciplinary Action Update, PSB File. No. 2016-04 

 

The Board was advised that the petitioner appealed the decision in PSB File No. 2016-04 to 

the Delaware Superior Court.  On January 23, 2018, the Delaware Superior Court issued an 

opinion and order that affirmed the decision of the board. 

 

IX.              Public Comment 

  

None 

  

X.              Adjournment 

          

A motion to adjourn was made by Sue Smith and seconded by Gerald Allen.  The motion carried 

(13 Yes to 0 No’s – Allen, Augustus, Burton, Eros, Guido, Hall, Kohan, Murphy, O’Malley, 

O’Neill, Pinkston, Smith, and Smith).  The meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 


